







May 22, 2000

TO:

Distribution

FROM:
AO/Chief Information Officer

SUBJECT:
Call for Members of NASA Information Technology (IT) Accessibility Coordination Team

On August 7, 2000, Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act goes into effect, requiring that electronic and IT must be equally accessible to both disabled and non-disabled Federal employees, and members of the public who need to access government information.  Section 508 applies both to IT and to office equipment such as copiers and fax machines.  The Office of Management and Budget has asked the General Services Administration (GSA) to take the lead in ensuring a coordinated, Federal Government effort to meet the requirements of Section 508.  One of our biggest challenges will be to meet GSA’s direction to make our principal Web sites, as well as our top 20 Web sites by volume, compliant with Section 508 guidelines by July 26, 2000.  

Detailed information about Section 508 may be found at the following Web site:  http://www.section508.gov/. 

This office is forming a NASA IT Accessibility Coordination Team that will oversee and assist the Agency in complying with the provisions of Section 508.  The team will need a broad range of disciplines and viewpoints to be effective.  To that end, we are soliciting team members from the following Agency offices--Office of Equal Opportunity Programs, Office of Human Resources and Education, Office of General Counsel, Office of Procurement, Office of Management Systems, and Office of Public Affairs.  In addition, we are requesting that Centers consider naming a member to the team.  We do not expect or desire that every Center name a representative, but would like several Center members to ensure that Center viewpoints are heard.  Enterprises may choose to name a member to represent the Enterprise in lieu of Center-specific members.   A representative of my office as well as the Agency Webmaster will also be team members, and we will ensure that NASA employees with disabilities are appropriately represented on the team.  In order to minimize the travel expense burden, we will conduct as many meetings as possible via teleconference or ViTS, and will hold face-to-face meetings in the Washington, D.C. area.  

I am pleased to announce that Mr. Tom Weber of Goddard Space Flight Center will be the NASA IT Accessibility Coordinator and will chair the Agency team.
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Please send your nominations for team members to me no later than May 31, 2000.  We have very little time to prepare for Section 508 and will need your cooperation and support to successfully carry out this worthwhile initiative.  Thank you for your assistance.

(signed by)

Lee B. Holcomb

Distribution:

C/Mr. Christensen

E/Mr. Reese

F/Ms. Novak

G/Mr. Frankle

H/Mr. Luedtke

J/Mr. Sutton

P/Ms. Wilhide

Directors, NASA Centers:
ARC/Dr. McDonald

DFRC/Mr. Petersen

GRC/Mr. Campbell 

GSFC/Mr. Diaz

JSC/Mr. Abbey

KSC/Mr. Bridges

LaRC/Dr. Creedon

MSFC/Mr. Stephenson

SSC/Mr. Estess

Director, Jet Propulsion Laboratory:
Dr. Stone
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cc:

Officials-in-Charge of Headquarters Offices:
AI/Dr. Mulville

AB/Ms. Tagg

AC/Gen. Armstrong

AE/Mr. Keegan

AJ/Mr. Tam

AS/Dr. Olsen

B/Mr. Holz 

I/Mr. Schumacher

K/Mr. Thomas

L/Mr. Heffernan

M/Mr. Rothenberg

Q/Mr. Gregory

R/Gen. Armstrong

S/Dr. Weiler

U/Dr. Nicogossian

W/Ms. Gross

Y/Dr. Asrar

Z/Ms. Garver 

Headquarters CIO's:

AE/Mr. Weinstein

CI/Ms. Daniels-Gibson

Enterprise CIO's:
M-2/Mr. Fishkind

RS/Ms. Edwards

SR/Mr. Bredekamp

YB/Ms. Sample

Center CIO's:
ARC/Mr. Santiago

DFRC/Mr. Hornstein

GRC/Dr. Pillay

GSFC/Dr. Halem

JSC/Ms. Carter

KSC/Mr. Kerr

LaRC/Ms. Dunnington

MSFC/Mr. Allison

SSC/Mr. Matherly

JPL CIO:
Dr. Renfrow

