








June 15, 2000

Mr. Doug Wakefield

Office of Technical and Information Services

Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board

1331 F Street, NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC  20004-1111

Dear Mr. Wakefield:


Enclosed  are NASA's comments on 36 CFR Part 1194, Electronic and Information Technology Accessibility Standards, published in the Federal Register on March 30, 2000.  These comments are based on information gathered at the Centers and consolidated into one Agency response.

NASA fully supports the intent of the proposed standards.  However, we have major concerns regarding the effort that will be required to adhere to the standards  and the proposed effective date published in the Federal Register, especially given the lack of new funding for implementing the standards.  Many of the impacts to NASA Web pages identified in our enclosed comments could be eased  by  postponement of the effective date. We highly recommend that the effective date be postponed for at least 1 year after publication in the Federal Register.  This delay will allow time to understand the new standards and implement them in a way that  provides comparable accessibility for individuals with disabilities and without major disruption to Agency activities. 

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please contact Tom Weber, the NASA IT Accessibility Coordinator at (301) 286-9739.








Sincerely,








(signed by)








Lee Holcomb








Chief Information Officer

Enclosure

